
Tyler Kirkpatrick Statement of Faith 1 

I believe in one eternal, God, the Father, who created all things out of nothing, rules all things, and to 2 
whom and all things in heaven and earth belong. I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only and eternally 3 
begotten Son of the Father. I believe in the Holy Spirit who gives and sustains our very lives, who proceeds 4 
from the Father and was sent by the Son to encourage, admonish, help us, and claim us as God’s own people. 5 

God created women and men in God’s image, committed to the goodness of neighbor and nature, 6 
loyal to our maker and attentive to God’s Word, dedicated to building up rather than tearing down. We were 7 
made to glorify and enjoy God forever.i Impossible though it seems, we freely chose to reject this goodness 8 
for the seductiveness, convenience, immediacy and tangibility of sin, becoming addicts to sin and to death—9 
but we are unknowing addicts because we eagerly desire and willingly choose sin. We love created things 10 
and we devote ourselves to them, but they always fail us, because this love and devotion was created in us to 11 
be directed toward God alone—who alone is worthy of it. Not only have we wrongly ordered our love,ii but 12 
we foolishly seek to be the masters of our own lives, and the more we grasp for control the more we lose it, 13 
lying to ourselves and rationalizing, becoming more deeply entrenched in the slough of our comfortable 14 
habits,iii unable to save ourselves from sin and return to God, and even unaware that we need saving.  15 

But God, in infinite mercy, “regarded our helpless estate”iv and extended grace, sending the Son to 16 
save us. In the fullness of time, God’s Son became flesh; conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 17 
Mary. Jesus Christ is fully God and fully human. He reveals to us the fullness of God in his loving and 18 
gracious decision to save us. Christ also reveals the fullness of humanity by his perfect obedience in caring 19 
for us in our poverty and feeding us in our hunger; and by his exaltation to the right hand of God the Father. 20 
He is fully God because only God could reconcile humans to Godself, and fully human because the sum of 21 
his excellence and obedience toward God was what we ourselves owed, and it is by God’s grace that Jesus 22 
gave these things to God in our name and God treats us as if we ourselves had lived obedient lives. For our 23 
sake, Christ suffered under Pilate, was crucified and died. But he defeated the sin that was ours and the death 24 
reserved for us. On the third day he rose from the dead! He sits at the right hand of the Father and will return 25 
to judge the living and the dead, to restore a creation that is tainted by racial injustice, by disease, war, 26 
famine, and by my wicked heart. Christ will return to set all this right and to make all things new.v Through 27 
God’s grace and Christ’s redemptive work, we are reconciled to God and are being made co-heirs with 28 
Christ. We are again free to be who God created us to be. We live with gratitude because by God’s grace we 29 
can now grasp the magnitude of our emptiness and the magnitude of God’s love for us, which warms our 30 
cold hearts to trust God wholly in faith. It is by this grace alone that we are being made holy each day, and by 31 
this grace alone that we will be glorified.  32 

Jesus Christ is at work in the world through his church. The church is the body of Christ established 33 
by him to do his work: to worship God by offering praise and serving the world by feeding the hungry, or 34 
delivering captive children who are trafficked for sale by others. It is guided, sustained, and empowered by 35 
the Holy Spirit. The invisible church is the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, those who were chosen 36 
by God to enter a covenant with God, the same covenant which God graciously chose to establish with 37 
Abraham. The visible church is a community that faithfully preaches the Gospel of Jesus Christ, calls one 38 
another to account with love and humility, and celebrates the sacraments modeled and commanded by Christ. 39 
These sacraments are visible signs of God’s covenant that assure us of God’s promise:vi Only the blood of 40 
Christ and the Holy Spirit cleanses us from sin and makes us members of Christ’s body, but the cleansing of 41 
our bodies in Baptism assures us of this cleansing and signals our adoption and belonging to God’s covenant 42 
people.vii Our communal meal at the Lord’s Supper signifies to us that, as food sustains our temporal lives, so 43 
Christ’s crucified body and shed blood sustains our eternal lives. In the eating of the elements, we are 44 
assured of our union with Christ and one another through the partaking in his body.viii 45 

All of these things are revealed to us in Scripture, the written Word of God, an authority for our lives 46 
without parallel,ix that bears witness to God’s relentless faithfulness to us. The Holy Spirit inspired the 47 
writers as they wrote Scripture, and illumines our hearts when we read Scripture to understand God’s saving 48 
will for our lives and for the world, as we look forward to and live in light of Christ’s return. 49 



i Cf. Shorter Catechism, BOC 7.001 
ii Echoes of St. Augustine 
iii Echoes of Pilgrim’s Progress 
iv Echoes of the hymn Peace Like a River by Horatio G. Spafford 
v Cf. Revelation 21:5 
vi Cf. Scots Confession 3.21 
vii Cf. The Heidelberg Catechism, 4.069 
viii Echoes of The Heidelberg Catechism, 4.075 
ix Echoes of The Confession of 1967 9.27 

                                                           


