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One of the things I enjoy most about my job is 
the view. Not so much the view across the presby-
tery’s lawn (though the trees have been beautiful 
lately), but the view across the presbytery itself. 
I get to see and share how the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is being served in our churches and beyond. 
Together, we are in the business of “good news” – 
and a lot of it comes across my desk.

You presently hold some of that good news in 
your hands. Within these pages Rev. Jeff Keuss 
finds the seeds of faith in pop music, and Rev. 
Bruce Reyes-Chow encourages us to face the world 
with “the prophetic word, the pastoral touch, the 
priestly heart and the poetic mind.” Together we 
celebrate the ordination and call of Tasha Hicks to 
Mt. View in White Center. As we read her respons-
es, we are invited to share in the excitement over 
what the Gospel looks like in her neighborhood. 
With Woodland Park we thank God for their 100 
years of ministry and look forward to the work to 
come. Dr. Binh Nguyen shares good news from the 
Presbyterian Church of Vietnam. From Rev. Lynell 
Caudillo we learn about Tumekutana, a conference 
of African women committed to peacemaking in 
the name of Christ.

Even in the midst of the sorrow and grief that 
mingle around the passing of Madeleine Brenner, 
yes, there is good news here too. Here we celebrate 
a life well lived and we find hope of heavenly re-
ward and glimpses of life everlasting.

In God’s Grace & Peace,

W
el
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I enjoyed reading your ar-
ticle on Godly Play and Work-
shop Rotation in the Septem-
ber issue of The Spirit. We 
have been using a rotational 
workshop format for our chil-
dren's Sunday school for the 
last 5 years. I knew the chil-
dren would enjoy it but I have 
to admit that I was surprised 
by how much the teachers en-
joy communicating the stories 
of our faith from their own in-
terests and strengths.

About three years ago we 
switched our worship ma-
terial to Godly Play. It was a 
paradigm shift not only in the 
way we tell our stories with 
children but also in the way 
the children respond to hear-
ing the stories. The wondering 
time never ceases to amaze 
me as the children openly ex-
press how God has spoken to 
them through the words and 
movement used to tell each 
story. Our room is quietly 
contemplative as the children 
work with clay and watercol-
or after hearing the story or 
choose to work with a story of 
their choice. The only problem 
we ever seem to have is not 
enough time.

I will share your article with 
our storytellers. I am sure they 
too will enjoy hearing from 
other churches who follow a 
similar format.

Wendy Markham
Children's Ministry Director
Rose Hill PC

Letter to 
the editor
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local Presbyterian churches provided stirring vocal 
and dance performances. The opening address by 
the Rev. Dr. Nyambura Njoroge, broke open the con-
ference theme: Women as Agents of Peace, Healing 
and Reconciliation from both Old and New Testament 
perspectives in the African context—a very auspicious 
beginning.

Through daily worship, plenary sessions, small 
group discussions, shared meals and personal con-
versations, the depth of faith and passion for peace 
that these women possess was clearly revealed. Last-
ing friendships formed as women studied and prayed 
together, discovering common cultural issues and 
discussing strategies for change. Topics addressed in-
cluded: the education and economic empowerment of 
women, the impact of political conflict and violence 
on women, including the role of women in ensuring 
gender-justice in the church and community, among 
many others.

No doubt, the most profound experience was the 
day the group visited the Kigali Memorial Centre, 
which provides a dignified burial location for over 
250,000 remains of those who died in the 1994 Geno-
cide, as well as tasteful exhibits which document 
and educate about genocidal violence in Rwanda and 
elsewhere. This was a highly charged emotional after-
noon, not only for our Rwandan hosts, but for many 
of the women who live with the daily reality of civil 
unrest and the threat of armed conflict in their own 
countries. That evening we heard from a pastor and a 
dozen members of his congregation—female survivors 
and male perpetrators of the Genocide—about the life-
changing work of Christ that has brought about heal-
ing and true reconciliation among them.

This transformative love of Christ compels the 
women of Tumekutana to be agents of change in their 
homes, churches and communities. Here, peacemak-
ing is not just a good idea—it is a personal reality. For 
these women, a personal relationship with Christ is 
the locus for all peacemaking efforts. 

There is not time or space to tell the stories of 
Samuel, a young Ugandan man with whom I shared 
the 8 hour flight from Amsterdam to Kigali, or of Ariet 
from Ethiopia, Anisi from Rwanda, Milcah from South 
Sudan, and so many others whose journeys touched 
me deeply. Because of this experience I have gained 
a new perspective on my own church and culture, as 
well as God’s call to be peacemakers in Jesus’ name!

If you would like to hear more, I am available to 
share in greater detail with your study group, class or 
congregation. You can contact me at (206) 878-2013.

It was an intriguing invitation. It became a life-changing experience.
The invitation was to participate in Tumekutana 2011 in Kigali, Rwanda. 

Tumekutana (“we come together” in Kiswahili) is the vision of Caryl Wein-
berg, a former PC(USA) missionary and current Director of Missions on the 
staff of First Presbyterian Church in Evanston, Illinois.

Throughout Central Africa, Caryl, a Registered Nurse, served as an AIDS 
educator starting in the late 1990s. In her work she met women who 
were leading significant ministries in churches, often under challenging 
circumstances. It was her dream to bring these women together and 
introduce them to each other. The first Tumekutana conference held in 
Nairobi, Kenya in 2007 was such a success, that a planning committee 
was formed and began immediately to plan a second conference. Rwanda 
was chosen as the location, and the theme “Women as Agents of Peace, 
Healing, and Reconciliation” was selected, to take place October 16-20, 
2011 in the capital city of Kigali.

I was pleased to accept Caryl’s invitation and began the necessary 
preparations: immunizations for typhoid, yellow fever, anti-malaria pre-
scriptions, etc. I had already been praying for the conference, having 
been the US prayer coordinator for the first Tumekutana. However, I was 
unprepared for the impact this event would have on my life.

The US Team included Caryl, Sonia Bodi and Gwen Ruckers from First 
Presbyterian Church Evanston, Susan Skoglund , a representative from 
Presbyterian Women, a pastor from South Carolina, Helen Harrison-Coker, 
Rev. Debbie Braaksma from Louisville (coordinator of mission in Africa 
for the PC(USA)), and myself. Once in Kigali, we were joined by Dr. Amy 
McAuley from Zambia (chair of the Presbyterian Medical Benevolence 
Fund), Rev. Debbie Blane (from Seattle, currently serving in South Sudan), 
and Rev. Janet Guyer (serving in South Africa). 

Arriving a few days in advance of the official beginning of the con-
ference, the US team helped prepare registration materials, and shared 
responsibilities with the Rwandan Host committee. Invitation letters, vi-
sas, and travel arrangements were worked on until the last minute as 
communications and internet access vary greatly from country to country. 
Fifty-five women from 18 different African countries—professors, pastors, 
and leaders of Presbyterian and Reformed women—converged on Kigali!

On Sunday October 16th, we were divided into six groups. Each group 
was hosted by a different congregation in the Kigali area for worship and 
lunch. I was invited to preach at the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of 
Kigali, where there are 3 services, one in English, one in French and one 
in Kinyarwandan. The two hour (plus!) service was lively, with three dif-
ferent music groups leading the congregation in song and dance. Far from 
the “frozen chosen,” Rwandan worship is aerobic! I was thankful for the 
warm hospitality of Rev. Therese Makamakuza who translated my sermon 
into French, and welcomed me and the other Tumekutana delegates so 
graciously.

The conference began “officially” Sunday afternoon at the Ikigio Isano 
Conference Center as the delegates, wearing their brightly colored na-
tional dress, lined up to process into the Opening Ceremony which fea-
tured introductions of honored dignitaries and guests. Two choirs from T
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By Rev. Lynell Caudillo, Marcus Whitman Pres.

Here, 
peacemaking is 
not just a good 
idea — it is a 
personal reality.
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That’s the slogan that inspired the 
members of Woodland Park Presbyteri-
an Church in 1930 at the start of the de-
pression to buy a new organ for $3,500 
($50,000 in today’s dollars) and to pay 
it off in three years. WPPC members 
and friends heard this and many more 
stories from the last 100 years as the 
congregation celebrated its centennial 
in September. Launched as a chapel of 
Capitol Hill’s Westminster Presbyterian 
Church church at 63rd and Dayton in 
1902, the church became an indepen-
dent member of the Seattle Presbytery 

on September 17, 1911, as 62 members 
signed a charter to establish this new 
congregation. 

Before the present sanctuary was 
built in 1957 on the corner of 70th and 
Greenwood, the church inhabited build-
ings at several locations, including the 
building on 70th and Palatine that is 
still part of the church’s facility. That 
building began as a basement struc-
ture constructed in 1916. The builders 
were not deterred by the presence of 
a large glacial erratic boulder protrud-
ing from the east side of the basement 
floor, covering it to use as a podium for 
the preacher.

Throughout its 100 plus years, the 
church has made significant contribu-
tions to the life of the community on 
Phinney Ridge and the Seattle Pres-
bytery.  The oldest Boy Scout Troop 
in Seattle, Troop 125, was organized 
in 1917 and still meets in the church. 
Over the years, WPPC has housed and 
sponsored several schools, including 
kindergarten not then offered by Se-
attle Public Schools in 1959, a Head 

Start program in the 1960s, the Seguin 
School for children with language and 
learning disabilities in 1971, and an 
alternative school for children 8 to 10 
years old in 1973. The Early Learning 
Center continues to serve preschool 
children today. The 1919 sanctuary on 
70th and Palatine housed a community 
theatre group, Le Pensee Discovery! 
Theatre from 1963 to 1984, then the Se-
attle Mennonite Church, and now The 
Taoist Studies Institute. A Gamblers’ 
Anonymous group, organized in 1979 
and the first of its kind in the city, still 
meets in the church basement on Tues-
day night.

Youth of the church opened Le Rap-
port Coffee House next to the Ridge-
mont Theare on 77th and Greenwood 
in 1963, committed to promoting “dia-
logue between persons who remain 
what they are and speak their minds.” 
The coffee house offered espresso (an-
other Seattle first?) and conversation 
with guests who included Governor 
Daniel Evans, Wing Luke, Dr. Giovanni 
Costigan, and other Seattle notables. It 

became so successful that it eventu-
ally moved to a space under the ACT 
theatre on lower Queen Anne before 
closing in 1969.

The congregation’s concern for social 
justice has prompted its sponsorship of 
refugees over the years from Indone-
sia, Hungary, The Ukraine, Cambodia, 
Vietnam (Hmong people), and Ethio-
pia. During the turbulent years of the 
1980s, an office in the church provided 
counsel to refugees from Guatemala 
and El Salvador. A soup kitchen estab-
lished in 1984 to serve these refugees 
has continued to offer a home-cooked 
meal at noon every Monday to anyone 
who comes, and has missed only two 
Mondays since then because of bad 
weather, even if Monday is on Christ-
mas or New Year’s Day. For nearly ten 
years in the ‘90s, the church basement 

also provided a shelter for homeless 
women. Working with Multifaith Works, 
members of the church also worked as 
a care team for a family with AIDS. The 
congregation continues in partnership 
with Plymouth Housing Group to serve 
the homeless in downtown Seattle. 
Through the years, youth have partici-
pated in service projects, from working 
with migrants in the Skagit Valley to 
building houses in Hawaii with Habitat 
for Humanity. The local chapter of Fel-
lowship of Reconciliation continues to 
meet monthly in the church and fre-
quently offers space to Phinney Neigh-
bors for Peace and Justice.  As a mem-
ber of Earth Justice Ministry, WPPC has 
been recognized as a “greening con-
gregation.”

A major remodeling of the sanctuary 
in 2010 provides a friendly and invit-

ing space for concerts and art displays, 
motivating the church’s most recently-
established community outreach, the 
Phinney Art and Music Series (PAMS), 
in support of local artists and musi-
cians. A family-friendly open mic on 
Artwalk Fridays also provides a venue 
for local talent. 

The centennial events in September 
included an organ concert featuring 
both organ solo and duet works per-
formed by Rose Whitmore and Chris-
topher Glenn, Minister of Music, on 
the Casavant organ installed in 1964, a 
dinner and a worship service featuring 
former and current pastors and a ser-
mon by Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk of 
the PC(USA). 

We give thanks to God for the faith-
fulness of God’s people in ministry in 
North Seattle for over 100 years!

“Save a 
penny a day 
and make 
the organ 
play.”

How Great is Thy Faithfulness:
Woodland Park Presbyterian Turns

100
By Joyce Erickson, WPPC
Images by Joel Highet & Aaron Willett
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Tasha was installed on October 9th at Mt. View Presbyte-
rian Church in White Center. 

Please share about your own walk with God, and how you 
came to receive this call to Mt. View.

While I grew up attending an Assemblies of God church, I 
came to a deeper understanding of my life in relationship to 
Jesus Christ through a friendship in high school and through 
Young Life. I learned of a God that was willing to engage in 
my life and in my questions. My heart was unveiled to a 
faith that saw no partiality in the gifts that are given to the 
diversity of God’s people. And as I began to understand my 
belonging to God through Jesus Christ and being created in 
God’s image, I longed for others to know this as well. 

I was raised on the Muckleshoot Indian Reservation in 
Auburn, Washington, though ethnically I am Hawaiian, Chi-
nese, Japanese, Irish, German, Dutch, and Welsh. My broth-
ers and I refer to this as “chopsuey.” This kaleidoscope of 
cultures and ethnicities has been the root of my growing 
passion for the church to be engaged in God’s work in the 
world and to be representative of the diversity of God’s be-
loved creation.

My sense of call to ministry began when I was living my 
life dream on a full-ride basketball scholarship at a Divi-
sion I school. It was at this point when I felt the Holy Spirit 
prompting me to give it all up and to follow God in a new di-
rection. Long story short, the words of John 14:27 enveloped 
my heart; I gave up my scholarship and was moved to go to 
Romania for a year to serve amongst Romanian and Gypsy 
youth. I went on to explore ministry at World Vision and at 
Safe Place, a nonprofit in Hawaii working with children of 
incarcerated parents. These experiences stirred my passion 

for pastoral ministry and led to a two-year internship at First 
Presbyterian Church of Berkeley with the Mission, Outreach, 
and Evangelism Department.

For the past three years, while attending seminary, I have 
also had the tremendous gift of serving as the Director of 
Volunteers for Faith Network of the East Bay. Faith Network 
is a nonprofit in Oakland, California that seeks to be a tan-
gible presence of God’s love by coming alongside of children 
in under-resourced schools and mobilizing caring adults 
from local churches, businesses, and the community. Dur-
ing this time, I was also engaged in a yearlong internship at 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Marin City working with a 
solo pastor who had walked with this church from redevel-
opment to being self-sustaining.

I have been profoundly shaped by my experiences. When 
I came before Session at First Pres Berkeley a couple years 
ago, one of the elders asked me what I envision as my first 
call and I responded that my passion is to serve a church 
within a diverse environment among those on the margins 
of society, and a church that is living out their faith in the 
community in tangible ways. Mt. View’s commitment to 
bear witness to Jesus Christ within the beautifully diverse 
context of White Center feels like a convergence of my ex-
periences and passions. Two of my closest mentors, after 
reading about Mt. View, encouraged me to submit my PIF. As 
I read about the vision and mission of Mt. View and came to 
know the people on the Pastor Nominating Committee, I felt 
a deep resonance and had a visceral response of excitement 
for what God is doing in this community. There is a sense 
of expectation and hope that Jesus Christ is doing a trans-
formative work in this place and the people of Mt. View are 
committed and excited to be a part of what God is doing. I 

Five QIs with Revi Tasha Hicks
By Aaron Willett, SeaPres Communications

love this. I am absolutely thrilled to be serving Mt. View and 
look forward with great anticipation to see how the Spirit 
will continue this growing work.

You have now usurped Rev. Mark Zimmerly from Madrona 
as the youngest solo-pastor in the presbytery. How does 
your (relative) youth impact your ministry?

I may be younger than Mark, but I am certain I have more 
gray hair than him! More seriously though, in terms of the 
impact of my relative youth, one aspect is being able to 
learn from the wisdom of those who have faithfully served 
the church before me, while also coming with an instinct to 
think outside of the box. Like each generation, I think we 
grapple with what it means to be the church today, in our 
time and our context. I am open to dreaming and working 
with teams to think creatively about new ways of being the 
church and engaging in ministry. I desire to have a wide 
spectrum of people participating in the dialogue, and per-
haps my youth enables me to more easily invite the young 
folks to the table. I have a great amount of excitement, 
believing that the Holy Spirit longs to breathe fresh life into 
the church. That said, I hesitate to say this is a direct reflec-
tion of my youth, because I know there are a lot of leaders 
with this underlying passion and vision, but perhaps my 
youth and being a first-call pastor allows me more freedom 
to explore as I discover what it means to live into this call 
to pastoral ministry.

 What can you share with us about the congregation at 
Mt. View? What aspects of your ministry there are you most 
excited about? 

I recently met with someone from the congregation who 
described Mt. View as “A home church with a building.” I 
think this description captures the family-feel, hospitality, 
and sense of welcome that is so central to the culture of Mt. 
View. I mean, where else do people sing Happy Birthday to 
one another at the end of service?! 

Coming into my third month, I continue to be amazed by 
the array of gifted and caring people that God has brought 
into this relatively small community. The people are genuine 
in their love for one another and in their welcome to oth-
ers. I am excited by the energy and desire of the people 
and the honest conversations we are having about what 
it means to be the church. We are learning and exploring 
together what it looks like to be faithful followers of Jesus 
Christ, who share our lives and our resources abundantly. 
I am excited by the commitment and love we have for the 
children and youth in our community and our partnerships 
with Union Gospel Mission and the YES Foundation that lead 
us in these ministries. I am excited and grateful for God’s 
provision and the fact that we look back on this past year 
in complete awe for the ways God has provided. More con-
cretely, I am excited about the development of a mural and 

patchwork project that will incorporate the artistic gifts of 
the congregation and invite everyone to participate in the 
upcoming Lenten season. 

You mentioned you recently got a second job. How many 
hours are you working at Mt. View, and how are you mak-
ing ends meet? Do you consider this to be bi-vocational 
ministry?

I will be serving Mt. View part-time, 25+ hours a week. In 
terms of making ends meet, I have to say as far as transi-
tions go, this one has been really smooth; I feel very held 
in God’s grace and absolutely trust that God will provide 
for my needs. This has already happened from the timing 
and location of my housing, to building relationships with 
people, to reconnecting with family, friends and mentors in 
the area. Most recently God’s provision has come by way of 
a second job. I was just hired to be the head coach for girls’ 
basketball at Evergreen High School, which is a block away 
from the church and is where several of our youth attend. It 
is pretty funny, because members of Mt. View now make up 
the coaching staff for girls volleyball, cheer, football, tennis, 
and girls basketball! It is definitely bi-vocational ministry 
and I am excited for the opportunity to be more fully invest-
ed in the lives of the youth and families in our community.   

Are there specific ways we can be holding you, your work 
and your congregation in prayer? 

Yes! 
• For God’s wisdom to be guiding the congregation and 

me as we continue to have conversation about what 
it means to be the church, especially during this time 
of transition

• Prayers that we would be attentive and open to the 
Spirit’s leading 

• For the elders of Mt. View to be growing together as 
spiritual leaders

• For our children and youth
• For me as I learn and grow as a pastor
• For God’s continued provision and the resources to fix 

current leaks and other maintenance things around 
the church, so we have a safe and welcoming gather-
ing place

• That this would continue to be a place where people 
feel welcome and have a sense of belonging not only 
to Mt. View, but to Jesus Christ.
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When Christians Disagree
It happens from time to time, Christians disagree. Back 

in the day, Paul, a gifted evangelist and theologian from An-
tioch, and Barnabas, his friend and fellow pastor, began to 
plan a return trip to the churches they had helped establish. 
Yet as they discussed their plan, a disagreement erupted. 
Paul didn’t trust Mark (Barnabas’ cousin) and refused to al-
low him to come with them, so they parted ways: Barnabas 
took Mark and sailed east to Cyprus; and Paul chose Silas 
and journeyed West for Syria. (Acts 15:36-41)

I use this example because it’s becoming increasingly 
clear to many within the church that there are similar 
“second leg of the journey” dynamics at work within the 
PC(USA). We’ve reached a disagreement on how and where 
to go regarding the next leg of our missionary journey to-
gether and it scares us. Though the surface disagreement 
seems to be about ordination standards, there are other 
factors that are equally important such as: the changing 
nature of the church and society; post-denominationalism; 
decades of mainline decline; and uncertainty about our fu-
ture. 

There are of course benefits in times of disagreement in 
that they challenge us to be clear and honest in our com-
munication and help us clarify our positions. Disagreement 
forces to take responsibility for our thoughts and actions 
instead of expecting others to think and act on our behalf. 
Yet to continue in disagreement without recognizing alter-
native ways of addressing it may have serious ramifications 
for the mission of the PC(USA). 

Affiliation
There are a number of ideas recently that have been 

proposed that attempt to deal with these dynamics of dis-
agreement within the PC(USA). Many of these proposals 
were presented as tiers during the Fellowship of Presbyte-

rians gathering in August. However, leaders (and presbyter-
ies) across a wide theological spectrum of the PC(USA) are 
increasingly drawn toward some variation of what I will de-
scribe below as affiliation. (Sometimes affiliation is likened 
to orders within the Catholic church.) 

The idea in a nutshell goes something like this. For the 
purpose of providing greater clarity of mission within the 
PC(USA), congregations through their councils (sessions) 
may affiliate with a national body approved by the General 
Assembly. This would be completely elective on the part 
of a council, but would be an option for those who sought 
direction and support from a national group within the 
PC(USA). In other words, if the Fellowship of Presbyterians 
declared essential tenets of the Reformed faith and a ses-
sion felt led to adopt them or make them their own, they 
could formally affiliate with that national body. In addition, 
if a congregation felt led to affiliate with the Covenant Net-
work or similar body, its council (session) could formally 
affiliate with that body. Presbyteries would be encouraged 
to develop ways to honor these affiliations while also main-
taining a missional identity of the whole in all its work.

The thought here is that we’ve reached a place in the 
church where we need to allow congregations to more 
clearly define the path they’re following within the PC(USA). 
Our Book of Order empowers councils to this type of dis-
cernment and action in G-3.0102: 

“Councils of this church have only ecclesiastical jurisdic-
tion for the purpose of serving Jesus Christ and declaring 
and obeying his will in relation to truth and service, order 
and discipline. They may frame statements of faith, bear 
testimony against error in doctrine and immorality in life, 
resolve questions of doctrine and discipline, give counsel in 
matters of conscience, and decide issues properly brought 
before them under the provisions of this Book of Order. 
They may authorize the administration of the sacraments in 
accordance with the Directory for Worship. They have power 
to establish plans and rules for the worship, mission, gov-

ernment, and discipline of the church and 
to do those things necessary to the peace, 
purity, unity, and progress of the church 
under the will of Christ. They have responsi-
bility for the leadership, guidance, and gov-
ernment of that portion of the church that 
is under their jurisdiction” (italics mine).

Within such a richly diverse church, what 
we haven’t yet fully come to terms with is 
that there can be multiple ways for a coun-
cil to discern and live out its mission. For a 
long time in our life together we’ve mostly 
required the same discernment of mission 
within our congregations and presbyteries. 
We’ve done this despite the fact that there 
are also areas of “sharp disagreement” 
among us. In practical terms, we admit to 
and even accept some level of difference 
within the church, yet at the moment we 
have no official way to honor this reality.  

To use the example of Paul and Barnabas, 
one benefit of their decision to part ways 
was that two missionary journeys began 
from Antioch that spring rather than one. 
What if God’s mission in Jesus Christ was 
furthered and not hindered by more than 
one missionary journey emerging out of 
our differences? What if two, three or four 
major missionary movements arose from 
within the PC(USA), rather than discord?

Affiliation and 
Our Future

There is much to be discerned in the 
months ahead and this is only one idea 
among many. What is clear is that we are in 
the throes of yet another reformation of our 
identity, mission and relationships within 
the PC(USA). Affiliation addresses the fact 
that differentiation in some key areas of 
ministry within the PC(USA) may be a help-
ful way to maintain unity while allowing for 
a greater number of missional pathways to 
emerge within the larger church. The good 
news in all this for me is that among all 
these ideas about how to order our lives 
anew, honoring our relationships as the 
body of Christ is common to all.

a different way of being together
by Rev. Scott Lumsden, Exectuive Presbyter
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Jay Bakker lives in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn, where he is co-pastor of 
Revolution Church NYC, a church 
that meets in a bar and has a strong 
online following. Jay speaks to con-
gregations and other groups all over 
the country about faith, grace, and his 
experiences with the underside of life 
and Christianity. 

Jay has authored the books Fall to 
Grace and Son of A Preacher Man. 

He is the son of Jim and Tammy Faye 
Bakker – before you make assumptions, 
go to jaybakker.com

over the years, World aIds day has become a global phenomenon 
that has prompted massIve medIa coverage, raIsed aWareness, encour-
aged people to get Involved and helped amplIfy the voIces of those lIv-
Ing WIth hIv/aIds.  every december 1 for the past 23 years, humanIty 
has taken 24 hours to commemorate those Who have dIed, acknoWl-
edge those Who lIve and those Who fIght on the frontlInes of the battle 
agaInst hIv, and ponder What It WIll take to elImInate the vIrus once 
and for all.  
       
there are many opportunItIes throughout the greater seattle area on 
World aIds day to educate yourself and to gather WIth and advo-
cate for others.  Whatever you choose to do, please don't let the flame 
flIcker out When december 1 ends.

WITH SPECIAL GUEST PREACHER JAY BAKKER | IN THE MIPC SANCTUARY
AN OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN TO BENEFIT ONE OF OUR LOCAL HIV/AIDS MISSION PARTNERS
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A PC(USA) world mission co-worker from Cen-
tral Asia will be visiting our area soon and is 
available to share during a service on Sunday, 
December 11th. This is a unique opportunity 
to hear good news from a region best known 
for violence and poverty. 

Please contact Aaron Willett (aaron@seat-
tlepresbytery.org) for more information.

host a PCUSA
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If this is the first time you have ever read my writings, 
getting you up to speed on my social and theological loca-
tion might take a little too long. Suffice it to say that I know 
that my perceptions of what is radical or safe is colored by 
my experience as, not simply a life-long Presbyterian, but 
one who deeply embraces the theological and political foun-
dations through which I have been formed.

That said, over the past decade, I have meandered in and 
out of conversations with and about the postmodern and 
emergent church, I have helped to found a congregation in 
hyper-spiritual and anti-religious San Francisco and I have 
dabbled in the bureaucracy of my own denomination, the 
Presbyterian Church USA. So as much as I would like to avoid 
the notion, when it comes to recent conversations about 

change that are going on across in the church, I have been 
around.

One of the things that I have noticed recently in many 
interactions regarding the nature of the church is an in-

creased reclamation of what it means to be “radical” for 
Jesus. Liberal or conservative, there seem to be bubbles of 
“look how radical I am” forming that are dangerously close 
to becoming mutual admiration societies based on our col-
lective non-conforming “eff you” mentalities. In an honest 
attempt to fight what the church has been, many seem to 
have claimed the position of eye-poker, provocateur and/or 
contrarian. While I generally agree with the positions taken 
about church, culture and life, I have wondered – and will 
no doubt get in trouble for verbalizing this – if those who 
preach a gospel of radicality are preaching the radical life 
that Jesus is in fact calling us to live. Yes, I do believe that 
Jesus calls us to speak truth to power, social and political, 
but sometimes, I wonder if we can embody this role so much 
that it becomes all of who we are. With good intentions, the 
overabundance of one tactic and gospel perspective begins 
to sound as if Jesus only wants radical transformation for 
the other… and we are the ones to deign how to do that.

I firmly believe that the radical call of Jesus shifts and 
changes as our life and circumstances change: day to day, 
year to year and generation to generation. Might the radical 
calling on our lives be to embody the complexity of divine 
expression that Christ holds in harmony… to borrow from 
Calvin: to be pastoral in our care of others, priestly in our 
connection to God, prophetic in seeking justice, and poetic 
in our imagination of what could be? When we allow “radi-
cal” to be too comfortable or defined by the current political 
and/or religious polemics of the day, I believe that we con-
tribute to the ongoing division of the world and we fail to 
model lives of reconciliation between people, graciousness 
in the face of oppression and genuine love for our enemy.

Again, I am not challenging the meaningful and important 
issues that so many are fighting for, what I am pushing on is 
how we engage in these movements in a way that actually 
makes an impact. Jesus was certainly a radical, but I do not 
think he was a fanatic, so when we communicate a strict 

and narrow view of what Jesus wants and 
how he wants it accomplished, we lose le-
gitimacy, damage relationships and work against 
the fruition of lasting change. Left or right, we deny 
the fullness of God’s expression when we hide in the 
comfort and security of our self-righteousness, and this 
clustering holds us back from possibly discovering some-
thing new in the ways we work for change.

What I am NOT saying is that we should scrap any sense 
of what it means to be radical and just “play it safe,” avoid 
risk-taking or justify spiritual apathy, but rather that we 
should each ask ourselves how “safe” and “risky” postures 
manifest themselves in each of our lives. Because I simply 
do not think being radical will be the same for each person, 
when we do this we can begin to value the breadth of the 
radical expressions of Jesus the Christ in the world. Every 
movement needs a variety of personalities and perspectives 
in order to be effective, but… when we value ourselves and 
others with narrow visions of what is faithful or Christ-like 
we present a weak vision of what it means to be the Body of 
Christ in the world. A stronger vision, and one that I believe 
will lead to reconciliation across ideological chasms, is one 

that includes the prophetic word, the pastoral touch, the 
priestly heart and the poetic mind… one not held above the 
other, but held in harmony as individuals and communities 
of faith.

Now that would be radical.

...as if Jesus only 
wants radical 
transformation for 
the other.

Left or right, we deny 
the fullness of Godls 
expression when we 
hide in the comfort 
and security of our 
self-righteousness.

Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow is a for-
mer moderator of the PC(USA) and 
the founding and former pastor of 
Mission Bay Church in San Fran-
cisco. In January, he will be joining 
the Seattle Presbytery as the key-
note speaker for PresbyFest.
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oF thE 
RAdical JeSus

By Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow
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Faith is a tricky term to define and even harder to live 
out. For some, to have faith is to adhere to certain doctrinal 
affirmations and creeds. For others, faith is essentially wish-
ful thinking akin to hopefulness where one believes that, as 
Julian of Norwich mused so long ago, “all manner of things 
shall be well.” Others see faith as living into the seemingly 
improbable or impossible, or an exercise in supreme trust 
as one leaps into the unknown with complete abandon. The 
Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard is credited with hav-
ing framed the notion of the “leap of faith” whereby faith 
is not merely just an intellectual ascent, but a visceral all-
or-nothing commitment of body, mind and soul. Is faith ulti-
mately what we have in ourselves? In other people? In God?

Listening to pop music is in itself an act of faith akin to 
Kierkegaard’s notion of the ‘leap of faith’. For some this leap 

is provoked by a strong push or awakening that some-
thing needs to change often in the form of convic-

tion. To be convicted by something as an act of 
faith, it is to become in some ways to overcome 
and overwhelmed, thoroughly convinced, to the 
point that you are standing at a crossroads and 

what you now know is incontestable and life 
as you know it changed 

forever. An example of such a moment would be a near 
death experience, falling in love, or even hearing Marvin 
Gaye or Johnny Cash singing for the first time; one may call 
it a life-defining event. Theologian James Loder sees such 
moments as acts of faith for both the secular and sacred 
come together in such life-defining events. It is in that these 
“experiences we want eventually to understand in Christian 
terms are precisely those that reopen the question of reality 
because the subject of the experience has been convicted 
by a spiritual presence far greater than the subject him or 
herself.”1 While Christians may take faith to mean a particu-
lar line to a deeper understanding and relationship with God 
through the person of Jesus Christ, faith can start in many 
places outside the church, including a seemingly simple pop 
song that stirs within us something greater than ourselves.

 As privatized and individualistic as some people deride 
pop music as being, it is a medium that continues to en-
courage people to have life-convicting moments that will 
move them to play and eventually live out the music for all 
to hear, joining strangers together through the song and to 
thereby takes the story public in ways that the closed off life 
of many church goers often does not on a day-to-day basis. 
My friend Rev. Beth Maynard, an Episcopal priest, faculty 
member at Gordon Conwell Seminary and author of Get Up 
Off Your Knees: Preaching the U2 Catalog recently spoke at 

a conference on the music of U2 I was attending on the 
role that listening to music together in a live show 
can play in forging a sense of meaning not only for 
the musician but for the audience members.2 Draw-
ing from the Christian tradition of worship, Maynard 

sees modern music fans and concert goers enacting a 
practice deep in the liturgical tradition known as leitourgia.

Leitourgia as Fan Faith
As noted by Maynard, the word leitourgia is a Greek term 

used in the early Christian communities to mean a public 
act that expresses the mission of a people, something done 
in the open and not behind closed doors. Maynard cites 
David Fagerberg’s study Theologia Prima in looking at how 
the term grew in usage in the early Christian communities 
and notes that the term becomes more and more associated 
with “actions expressing [a] city’s relations to the world of 
divine powers on which it acknowledged itself to be de-
pendent.”3 In the early centuries of Christianity, leitourgia 
was a term to denote public rather than private gatherings 
whose focus and intent was essentially to bring light into 
darkness and challenge the prevailing social and spiritual 
assumptions of the time. By public it meant that everyone 
is invited to participate and find their voice in this reality. 
As Fagerberg goes on to say, “the early Christians chose 
the term leitourgia for what they were doing [because] it 

signaled that they did not think themselves to be doing [a 
service closed off in meaning from the rest of the world], but 
they were doing the eschatological work of making Christ’s 
kingdom present… [embodying] the presence in this world 
of the Kingdom to come.”4 Faith in this way is that which 
is so real, so pervasive that it has to be made public and 
shared, drawing others into the song and challenging the 
heartbreak and nihilism of an age and offers an alternative 
reality for all to see and hear.

In many ways this ancient notion of leitourgia is the faith 
of the pop music fan as well. This desire to take something 
so core to who we are and continue to seek expression 
regardless of what others may think of us is seen the mo-
ment someone becomes so taken with a song and an art-

ist that they play it on repeat for days on end, wear the 
concert T-Shirt, follow the bands Twitter feed and Facebook 
updates, and have to tell people about this song and artist 
as a way of keeping the world on alert. This is when people 
forgo the norms set by the culture around them, throw care 
to the wind, and run fully into expressing something big-
ger than themselves.  A classic example of this is seen in 
the movement from day-to-day life and then attending a 
rock concert. I recently attended a U2 show with a number 
of academics (imagine that crowd for a second!). Many of 
these people were accomplished professors who had writ-
ten in areas of literary theory, economics, history, sociology 
and theology. However, once we stepped into the arena for 
the rock show and the boys from Dublin took the stage, 
what had been reserved and mediated discourse became a 
full-bodied fanfest—PhDs jumping up and down, pumping 
their fists in the air, dancing in the aisles and singing along 
with the thousands of fans gathered under the full harvest 
moon of November. Amidst the music and flashing stadium 
lights, people forgot themselves in all the right ways and 
joined together in chorus after chorus after chorus. Basical-
ly, people found faith in something other than themselves 
and gave themselves over to it even if it was only for a 
moment. Alexander Schmemann, writing from the Russian 
Orthodox tradition states that for the early Christian com-
munity leitourgia was a public expression that was the end 
“of the ‘sacred’ religious act isolated from and opposed to 
the ‘profane’ life of the community.”5 No longer do we keep 
we are passionate about separated from how we organize 
and live out our lives in the public sphere. To have fan faith 
in the spirit of leitourgia is to ‘out’ yourself as a fan and 
by doing so is to have that shape how and why you live in 

the world. Your priorities change, the people 
you gather with and for change and this is not 
kept locked up but expressed through one’s life 
for the entire world to see. As Schmemann makes 
clear in reference to the very public expressions of faith 
in the public sphere for the early Christians, “the pseudo-
Christian opposition of the ‘spiritual’ and the ‘material,’ the 
‘sacred’ and the ‘profane,’ the ‘religious’ and the ‘secular,” 
is denounced, abolished, and revealed as a monstrous lie 
about God and man and the world.”6 It doesn’t take a rock 
show to see this full-bodied faith take hold with a pop song. 
Just look at the car next to you at the stop light when you 
hear the thumping of the subwoofer pounding your win-
dows—heads bobbing to the beat like a scene from Wayne’s 

World, lip-syncing along 
to the song and belting it 
out with all the passion 
of an American Idol final-
ist. Watch the commuters 

on the bus with their white iPod earbuds. Their eyes are 
closed, but they’re fully alive in ways they won’t be during 
their workday. True, there is pop music fandom that draws 
people into the trivial and mundane just as there are some 
Christian worship services that celebrate the consumer cul-
ture more than critique it or provide an alternative. But the 
drive to find something larger than ourselves and make it 
public is a starting point – even a shallow faith is better 
than no faith at all. And in this we are to celebrate rather 
than to too quickly denounce the fan faith that permeates 
the culture around us. As I mention in my book, rather than 
work so hard to convert people to Christian subculture, per-
haps we should spend some time in “our neighbor’s hym-
nal” – the music that means so much to them already – as 
see if perhaps our hymnals need to be put side by side 
rather than replacing what God is doing already. I believe 
the church will find that “our neighbor’s hymnal” is filled 
with songs that are sowing the seeds of faith and pushing 
for a form of life that is larger than the mundane and points 
to a transcendence worth paying attention to. People con-
tinue to come to pop music as a demonstration of faith in 
something more than what we often see and do in the so-
called real world. Perhaps we as the church would do well 
to journey into such a faith for a season and see what God 
has for us there.

1 Loder, The Convictional Moment, 7.
2 Rev. Beth Maynard, “U2 Live: Where Leitourgia Has No Name” presented at the U2: The Hype 
and the Feedback conference North Carolina State University, October 4, 2009. My thanks to 
Rev. Maynard for sharing her insights from her paper with me and providing resources and 
valuable insights for this notion of leitourgia.
3 Fagerberg, Theologia Prima: What Is Liturgical Theology?, 11.
4 Fagerberg, 83.
5 Schmemann, For The Life of the World. 26.
6 Schmemann, 76.

Pop Music 
Fan Faith 
listening to our neighbor’s 
hymnal so that the church 
might find faith

An excerpt from Your Neighbor’s Hymnal

By Rev. Jeff Keuss
Professor of Christian Ministry, SPU
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Did you know that the Seattle Presbytery established 
the first Vietnamese Presbyterian Fellowship in Washington 
State? It happened in January 1999 at Brighton Presbyterian 
Church. This openness led the Seattle Presbytery to mean-
ingful ministry in Vietnam, the country where US combat 
forces were involved for a decade. Just a few years after the 
founding of the fellowship, history was made again when, 
in October 2002, the Seattle Presbytery and the Worldwide 
Ministries of the PC(USA) recognized the establishment of 
the first Presbyterian churches in Vietnam.

 With the guidance of the Seattle Presbytery, the ministry 
of Presbyterian churches in Vietnam has blossomed. The 
Seattle Presbytery has also helped the Presbyterian Church 
in Vietnam learn how to build healthy relationships with 
government authorities. The result is that the Vietnam Pres-
byterian Church has been given a permit to legally hold 
worship services at many different locations throughout the 
country. 

 The history of Indochina (during French colonization this 
was the name given to the region encompassing Vietnam, 
Cambodia, and Laos) shows that things happening in Viet-

nam have an effect on Cambodia and Laos as well. There-
fore, this international ministry of the Seattle Presbytery has 
expanded beyond Vietnam to now include Cambodia and 
Laos. As opportunities arise, it is quite possible this ministry 
of the Seattle Presbytery could expand into other countries 
of Southeast Asia.

The Southeast Asia Ministry Team of the Seattle Presby-
tery invites and urges your congregation and missions com-
mittee to pray for these ministries, to give financially, and 
to consider participating in our upcoming trip to Southeast 
Asia.

For any questions related to the ministries or the trips, 
please contact the Southeast Asia Ministry Team of the Se-
attle Presbytery:

• Dr. Binh Nguyen at binh@seattlepresbytery.org or 
206-965-0192

• Rev. Paul Kim at paulk@seattlechurch.org
• Rev. Dale Sewall at dalesewall@gmail.com

 May God bless you and your church abundantly.
       Southeast Asia Ministry Team

Go to SE Asia: Join members of the Seattle Presbytery on a trip to Southeast Asia and see what God has 
been doing there first hand. The next trip to Vietnam is scheduled from February 25th to March 4th, 2012. 
We will visit five cities in Vietnam: Hanoi, Hue, Danang, Hoi An, and Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon). You 
will understand more about Vietnam history and culture, meet with students and pastors, and be joyfully 
surprised by God’s ministry in Vietnam. The estimated cost is $2,140.00, which includes most expenses. You 
will just need to carry some cash for lunches and personal gifts. 

Southeast Asia 
Ministry Team

1
Support a Pastor’s 

Living Expenses: A 
contribution of any 
amount will help to 
subsidize the living 
expenses of a pastor’s 
family since the aver-
age income for a pas-
tor is at a poverty level 
of $30 per month.

2
Support a Pastor’s Educa-

tion: Higher education will al-
low a pastor to be well trained 
and more confident in min-
istry, especially for ministry 
among young professionals 
and those with university de-
grees. A contribution of just 
$500 per year will cover the 
costs of higher education. 

3
Help Build a 

Church Building: 
For congregations 
that cannot afford a 
meeting place, this 
is a huge blessing. 
The cost to build 
a chapel or church 
building ranges from 
$2,000 to $7,000.

4
Scholarships for Higher 

Education: Enable a poor 
Christian student to study 
at a college or university in 
order to provide an oppor-
tunity for a better future. 
Scholarships of $350 will al-
low a student to complete 
one academic year of under-
graduate studies. 

5
Scholarships for Higher 

Education: Enable a poor 
Christian student to study 
at a college or university in 
order to provide an oppor-
tunity for a better future. 
Scholarships of $350 will al-
low a student to complete 
one academic year of under-
graduate studies. 

6
Medicine for 

the Poor: A con-
tribution of any 
amount can buy 
medicine for 
poor people who 
otherwise would 
not have the 
means to pur-
chase medicine.

7

 How can you and your church get involved in this ministry of the Seattle Presbytery?

By Dr. Binh Nguyen and SEAM Images courtesy of SEAM

Facing page: (Top) Dr. Nguyen speaks with a family in Phnom Penh. (Below) Blind students 
receiving scholarships playing music at MATA Blind Center in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.
This page: Members of SE Asia trip with leaders of the Vietnam Presbyterian Church. Students 
joining a church after-school program. Rev. Dale Sewall and others visiting Siem Reap, Cambodia
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(Top-Left): Rev. Ben Lindstrom is imprisoned with some of Southminster’s 
younger members at their Fall Harvest Festival. (Top-Right): Revs Brian 

Burton, Jennie Spohr and Jeff Keuss discuss “Love Wins” at the Kindlings Muse. (Below, clockwise): Council Moderator Kathy Lukert, Presby-
tery Moderator Rev. Dale Sewall, Rev. Jane Pauw, and WPPC Musc Director Christopher Glenn all at WPPC’s Centennial. Vice-Moderator Bruce 
Manger, Rev. Kevin Nollette, Rev. Janine Moriarty and elder Nathan Sobers decked out for Rev. Tasha Hick’s installation service at Mt. View.

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 
may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 12:2

I was recently asked by a pastor friend from another 
denomination what I considered to be my church’s cur-
rent stress factor. Not able to center on just one, I rattled 
off the following from the top of my head:

• new form of government
• declining membership in traditional churches
• changes in ordination standards
• growing emphasis on missional goals
• rapidly changing demographics, which includes 

larger than usual immigration and refugee numbers
• restructuring and repurposing of middle governing 

councils
• rapidly evolving means of communication
• economic challenges and realities of ministry costs
I’m sure there are many more you could add. 
But is it any wonder we are in such an anxious place in 

the life of the church? Some of this is positive and creative 
energy, allowing us to consider new and inventive ways to 
preach the Gospel and live into our calls as disciples. Yet 

some of this anxiety has also produced stress, mistrust 
and division.

In the midst of this significant period in the church’s 
life, how can we live faithfully as a community? As the 
body of Christ? Discerning, as the Romans passage states, 
what is the will of God?

We do it first by being in relationship with one another.
Presbyfest 2012 will allow us to come together in one 

place as a presbytery. It will feed our minds with insight-
ful speakers and equip our ministries with nuts and bolts 
training. It will provide gracious space for discussion of 
the church’s future and fertile ground for considering min-
istry in the future. It will bring us together to hear about 
exciting mission opportunities available to all our congre-
gations, and mission projects currently in the works. It 
will set time aside for sacred and meaningful worship. It 
will give us the way to be one.

I hope you will join me and many others on January 28 
for a day of fellowship, faith and formation.

By Rev. Eliana Maxim, Associate Executive Presbyter

AROUND THE PRESBYTERY: 



madeleine 
brenner

“Well done, good and faithful servant...”
Madeleine Ann Fremont Brenner was born in Manhattan on 
January 9, 1957 and died in Seattle on October 25, from a brain 
aneurysm suffered on October 17 while exercising at her gym. 
Madeleine graduated from Queens University in Ontario, Cana-
da and the University of Wisconsin Law School. A perfect blend 
of her British stage actress mother and attorney father, she 
practiced law for 11 years at Foster Pepper and Buck & Gordon 
before choosing parenting and volunteer work as her vocation. 
Madeleine was an ordained Presbyterian elder and held all ma-
jor leadership positions in the Presbytery of Seattle. Her head-
quarters was her kitchen but she also loved to travel globally; 
to swim, walk and read; and to meet with her 23-year women's 
book group/Bible study. She was hospitable, organized, reliable, 
liked people and hearing their stories. Above all, Madeleine 
loved her family and Jesus Christ and His church. She is deeply 
missed by her husband, David; children Emma, 21, and Jeremy, 
18; her father Stanley Fremont of Seattle; sister Diane Fremont 
of New York; and many, many others. See Caring Bridge 'mad-
eleinebrenner' for details. 
- Published in The Seattle Times on October 30, 2011.
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