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Jesus Christ is Lord, and the Lord is Jesus Christ. This is the center of my faith. Following the 
authoritative canon of Christian Scripture, which I confess to be God’s Word, along with the historic 
ecumenical creeds and confessions of the Presbyterian Church (USA), I believe the lived history of Jesus 
Christ and the history of God’s actions in and for Israel together point to the unique relationship, work, 
and divinity of Yahweh, Jesus, and the Spirit. Therefore, I confess God as triune—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Each divine “person” is at work uniquely as the one God in the triune work of creation, 
preservation, redemption, and consummation. The triune God gives life, pours forth love, and makes all 
things new. God’s triunity is a beautiful mystery not a mathematical problem to be solved. Hence, 
worship, witness, and participation should characterize our response. 

I believe the triune God created the world ex nihilo and continually creates, sustains, preserves, 
and redeems all life and the whole cosmos in order for creation to be the theater in which God heals and 
restores all things. I believe God created humanity in God’s image, but that we all have fallen captive to 
sin, willfully disobeying our Creator, hating and hurting our neighbor, and thus distorting the image of 
God in us. Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity, in his faithful obedience to the Father and 
perfect love of both God and neighbor, is the one true human in the image of God who shows us what 
true humanity in God’s image is to look like. In Jesus Christ, God fulfills the covenant with humanity. 
Disciples of Jesus are called to participate, in the power of the Spirit, by faith, love, and hope, in the new 
humanity present in Jesus.  

God’s self-revelation in the person and work of Jesus Christ shows us not only what humanity 
and the world has been saved from: sin and death—but also what we have been saved for: covenant life in 
relationship with God and others, the vocation of joyful witness, and finally, a new heaven and a new 
earth with God in our midst. Through the death of Jesus, God destroyed the power of sin over the whole 
world. In the resurrection, God raised Jesus Christ from the dead, thereby proclaiming the effectiveness of 
Jesus’ work on the cross and ushering in new creation for the whole world. When the Spirit was poured 
out indiscriminately at Pentecost, it was both a sign and foretaste of the kingdom of God. I believe the 
Spirit brings newness of life, reconciliation within the church, and courage for liberation and co-suffering 
with Christ in his present work in the world 

I affirm that the evangelical gospel of God’s grace, made known definitively in the God-human, 
Jesus Christ, is powerfully transformative. Having justified us while we were still dead in our sins, God 
adopts us and brings us into the body of Christ, so that being now in Christ we may rightly worship God 
and serve our neighbors in love. I believe faith is a gift given to us by the Holy Spirit that we might know 
in our own lives what God in Christ has done for us. I believe we are living now “in the time between the 
times”—after Jesus’ incarnation, death, and resurrection and before his final return. Jesus is still 
intimately present with us, having given us his very Spirit. God goes ahead of us into the dark corners of 
the world, patiently making time and space for all to be saved and fighting all the remaining battles 
against the powers of sin and death. By the Word of grace, God’s Spirit so works in us to live lives that 
correspond to Jesus’ life of perfect obedience that we become witnesses of the reign of God to the world 
around us. God chose us in Christ for this vocation. 

As a community of faith, God calls the church to a new way of living in the world. The life of the 
church is a life lived for others, in humility and self-giving love, and modeling a grace-filled community 
no longer defined by the systems of power and domination but defined instead by the fruits and gifts of 
the Spirit, which are poured out without regard for worldly divisions, and by the upside down values of 
God’s kingdom. Through God’s gifts of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, Christ’s body is nurtured in faith 
for spirit-empowered participation in the cross and resurrection of Jesus, which is the dawning of the new 
creation. Each member of Christ’s body has an important role to play in the church. By the power of the 
Spirit, we each contribute to the “royal priesthood,” as we serve and worship the true priest, Jesus Christ. 
The sending God sends each of us into the world to share, in word and deed, this good news and to 
embody the reign of God by working for justice, peace, and reconciliation. Finally, I believe that our 
cruciform Christian witness is anchored by secure confidence in God’s triumph at the ultimate End, the 
Last Day when God puts an end to sin, death, and the devil, establishing the Kingdom of God in its 
eternal and victorious completeness. 


