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SHANNON SMYTHE 

Dr. Shannon Smythe (BA, Seattle Pacific University, 2002; MDiv, Princeton Theological Seminary, 

2006; PhD, Princeton Theological Seminary, 2013). 

  

Shannon grew up as a pastor’s kid in Huntington Beach, CA, Phoenix, AZ, Lake Charles, LA, and 

Lynden, WA. She attended college at Seattle Pacific University, and it was there that she simultaneously 

fell in love with theology and received a call to ministry. Her call to ministry was met with resistance 

from her parents because of her gender, and she eventually told herself that whatever she did with her 

theological studies, she would not pursue pastoral ministry. During her time in graduate school in 

Princeton, NJ, she did field education at PC(USA) churches, became a member of a local PC(USA) 

congregation, and worked at two (PC)USA churches in both administrative and interim children’s 

ministry roles. 

 

After the birth of their son, Micah, Shannon and her husband, Kevin, a social worker, moved to 

Bellingham, WA to be near family while Shannon finished her dissertation. After joining First 

Presbyterian Church of Bellingham, Shannon began teaching bible study, leading in liturgy, preaching, 

and became a ruling elder. It was at this time that she realized her call to ministry was incomplete, and she 

began the process of ordination. It was also at this time that she began to teach as an adjunct instructor at 

SPU. In 2016, after the successful completion of CPE and ordination exams, she joined the SPU faculty 

full time as assistant professor of theological studies. She teaches courses in Christian doctrine, women in 

Christianity, gender and Christianity, and University Foundations courses in Christian faith and theology. 

She is the author of two books (Forensic Apocalyptic Theology: Karl Barth and the Doctrine of 

Justification and Women in Ministry: Questions and Answers in the Exploration of a Calling) and has 

several chapters on Karl Barth’s theology in edited volumes. 

 

Shannon and her family moved to Burien in July, 2016. As a family, they enjoy exploring their new 

surroundings in Burien and Seattle. They like trying new restaurants, going to the aquarium and Pikes 

Place Market, and spending time in the parks. Shannon and Kevin are very involved in their new home 

church, Lake Burien Presbyterian Church, teaching Sunday school, leading Bible study, and joining with 

others in the congregation in the work of becoming an anti-racist church. 



TYLER KIRKPATRICK 

Tyler received his Masters of Divinity from Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, CA. He is also a 

graduate of Whitworth University in Spokane, WA where he majored in theology. 

 

Prior to coming to Central Kitsap Presbyterian Church in 2015, Tyler worked with college students and 

young adults at First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood, and has been involved with youth ministries at 

several churches, including serving as the Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries at Country 

Homes Christian Church in Spokane. He is passionate for proclaiming and discovering God's grace and 

truth in preaching and pastoral care. 

 

A born and bred Western Washingtonian hailing from Sumner, Tyler and his wife Brittany are happiest 

reading in a hammock or hiking out on the trail, miles from the car, lugging heavy backpacks and eating 

freeze-dried dinners. Tyler also enjoys skiing and scaling the occasional mountain. His love for the 

Mariners, Seahawks and Sonics (RIP) runs deep, but he bleeds the purple and gold of the Washington 

Huskies (his devotion might be called “unhealthy”—he watched every game of the football team's 0-12 

season!). 

MARK SMUTNY 

Mark Smutny has been a teaching elder in the PCUSA since 1983, serving as co-pastor, along with 

Barbara Anderson, his wife, in Port Clinton and Dayton, Ohio; Troy, New York and Pasadena, CA. He is 

now the transitional pastor for Redmond Presbyterian Church.   

 

Although he was reared on a dairy farm in Idaho, most of Mark’s pastorates have been urban, downtown 

congregations. He received a BA in philosophy from The College of Idaho and a Master of Divinity from 

Harvard Divinity School. His Doctor of Ministry is from McCormick Theological Seminary with a focus 

on parish renewal and multicultural ministries.  Barbara and he moved to the Northwest last September 

from Southern California to escape from the toxic pollution and be near their two sons and daughters-in-

law, and three granddaughters. They have purchased a house in Bothell.   Barbara and Mark have been 

married 36 years. 

 

In addition to his call to transitional ministry, Mark owns a consulting business, Civic Reinventions, Inc. 

Civic Reinventions facilitates strategic plans for civically-oriented organizations including business 

groups, residents’ associations, homeless and affordable housing agencies, faith-based nonprofits, and 

congregations. He is an Associate and board member of the Kaleidoscope Institute, a Los Angeles non-

profit founded by Eric Law.  KI trains church leaders on theological insights and practical tools for 

creating inclusive, multicultural churches and communities.  A community organizer at heart, his passion 

is to listen to people’s hopes and dreams and help them move into a hope-filled, faithful future. 

 

When not pastoring or consulting, Mark enjoys his three young granddaughters and two Brittany 

Spaniels. He also fly fishes, hikes, gardens and loves to cook.   



 

 

BARBARA ANDERSON 
 

I was reared in Dayton, Ohio, in a family that was active in the Presbyterian Church.  I hold a B.S. in 

Communications and a B.A. in Religion from Miami University, a M.Div. from Harvard Divinity School, 

and D.Min from McCormick Theological Seminary. The topic of my D.Min these was a study of Roman 

Catholics who join the PCUSA—how they change the local congregation and how it changes them. 

 

I was a pastor from 26 years, with my husband, Teaching Elder Mark Smutny.  We served together in 

Port Clinton and Dayton, Ohio; Troy, New York; and Pasadena, California.  In 2009. I resigned as Co-

Senior Pastor of Pasadena Presbyterian Church for health reasons related to a diagnosis of Congestive 

Heart Failure.  Since then, I have continued to express my vocation as a Teaching Elder by leading 

retreats, teaching adult education classes, serving in San Gabriel Presbytery, preaching in local churches, 

and participating in a local congregation.   I write a blog about faithful, ethical, healthy living entitled, 

Changing Direction, which can be found at www.newwayopening.com.  

 

Mark Smutny and I met at Harvard Divinity School.  We have two sons and daughters-in-law, and three 

young granddaughters; all of whom live in Seattle.  We moved to Seattle in September, 201 and move 

into our new house in Bothell by late April  I enjoy exploring new territory, hiking, sailing, and 

gardening.  

 

http://www.newwayopening.com/
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