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Presentation Description 

by  

Robert Dykstra 
 

“Surprising Paths to the  

Kingdom of God” 

 

Over the course of this special weekend 

together, we will explore a number of texts 

from the Gospel of Luke that hint of often 

unnoticed and usually unexpected paths to 

an experience of the Kingdom of God in 

our lives. These involve paying keen atten-

tion to the artistic imaginations of even the 

youngest children in our midst as well as to 

the child still living within us (Friday night); 

to the needs of individual persons even      

at times over our concerns for the larger 

community (Saturday morning); and to our 

sometimes radical and even subversive    

desire to give God thanks and praise 

(Sunday morning). 

Directions to  
Newport Presbyterian Church 

4010 120th Ave SE 
Bellevue WA  98006 

 
(425) 746-6111 

office@newportpres.org 
newportpres.org 

“Surprising Paths to the  
Kingdom of God” 

 



This is the 11th in a series of lectures 
in memory of 

Doreen Brackett Meekhof 
1931—1996 

Robert C. Dykstra is the Charlotte W. Newcombe 

Professor of Pastoral Theology at Princeton Theo-

logical Seminary, where he has served since 1997.  

He earned his PhD. and M.Div. from Princeton  

Theological Seminary, and his B.A. from Whitworth  

University in Spokane, Washington.  Before coming 

to Princeton he taught at the University of Dubuque 

Theological Seminary as assistant and then associate 

professor of pastoral theology and congregational 

care.  His academic interests include pastoral care 

and counseling, psychoanalytic theory, developmen-

tal psychology, contemporary issues impacting  

children and adolescents, human sexuality, pastoral 

preaching and the integration of biblical and theolog-

ical precepts with research in the human sciences.  

He is on the editorial boards of Pastoral Psychology 

and the Journal of Childhood and Religion and is  

co-founder of the annual scholarly conference 

“Group for New Directions in Pastoral Theology.” 

 

A native of Minnesota, Dykstra is a lifelong member 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and an ordained 

Presbyterian minister.  He served for a number of 

years as a minister, youth minister, hospital chaplain, 

and pastoral counselor.  His books include The Faith 

and Friendships of Teenage Boys; Losers, Loners, and 

Rebels: The Spiritual Struggles of Boys; Images of Pasto-

ral Care: Class Readings; Discovering a Sermon: Personal 

Pastoral Preaching; and Counseling Troubled Youth.   

 

He is married to the Rev. Marguerite (Molly) 

Dykstra, also a Presbyterian minister.  They have 

two daughters, Eleanor (13) and Annie (9).  They 

live in Princeton, New Jersey. 
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Doreen B. Meekhof 

came to Newport  

Presbyterian Church  

at its establishment  

in 1960, the wife of 

founding pastor David 

Meekhof. 

 

Doreen loved Newport Church. One of the 

church’s gifts to Doreen, from the beginning,  

was acceptance of her on her own terms.  

“She did not play the piano or sing, avoided ‘giving  

devotions’ at women’s meetings, and seldom  

expressed her opinion about ‘churchly’ matters,”  

said her husband. “But she loved the people of 

the church, children and adults. Her commitments 

led her to involvements in the care of children, 

education in the faith, and social witness and  

action.” Her life-long struggle with depression 

became a source of care and support for others. 

 

Over the years, in Bellevue and in California  

before returning to the Pacific Northwest in 

1991, her commitment to education in the faith 

and involvement in social witness and action 

deepened and broadened. 

 

Doreen’s final struggle with cancer became the 

occasion for a deepened experience of worship. 

She made a special effort to be with the people  

of the church in worship. 

 

And so, this lecture series seeks to honor the 

memory of Doreen B. Meekhof by a continued 

expression of her love for the people of Newport 

Church through attention to these three inter-

ests: education in the faith, social witness and  

action, and worship. 

About the Speaker 

“Surprising Paths to the  

Kingdom of God” 
 

Friday Night Lecture: 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

“Unrepressing the Kingdom: 

Children’s Intuitions of the Divine” 

This lecture draws from Jesus’ convictions,  

expressed in Luke 17 and elsewhere, that the 

kingdom of God is to be found within and among 

persons and is epitomized in the lives of infants 

and young children.  It locates children’s intuitions 

of the kingdom in their artistic sensibilities and 

capacity for artistic abandon, and considers some 

of the psychological mechanisms by which those 

sensibilities and capacities are lost over time.   

It conceives of our task as Christians as one  

of unearthing hidden shame and desire and of  

finding language to express what matters most  

in our lives. 

 

Saturday Morning Lecture and Conversation: 

9:30—11:00 a.m. 

“Finding Ourselves Lost” 

This lecture and time of shared conversation  

will build on Jesus’ parable of the one lost sheep 

from Luke 15.  The parable underscores the  

vulnerability of individuals to confusion and humili-

ation and advocates for Jesus’ sometimes radical 

preference for the individual over the community 

as a path to greater mutual acceptance and  

forbearance. 

 

Sunday Morning Sermon: 8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 

“Grateful Disobedience” 

Luke 17:11-19 (NRSV) 

One leper subversively disobeys Jesus’ directive  

as a path to giving God thanks and praise. 

About Doreen Meekhof About the Event 


