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 When I served as the Middle School Coordinator at Bethany Presbyterian Church, I 

found a new love within me not only for my students but for the church itself. I found deep 

joy and passion imagining new sermon series, developing new systems, and serving the 

congregation. I was particularly interested as I observed the Presbyterian church as a relative 

outsider. Since I was raised in an evangelical tradition, I often feel like a convert to the 

church. I do not carry with me a lifetime of traditions, but have experienced it all for the first 

time as an adult. Over the course of three years at Bethany, I began to see that God was 

equipping me not only for overseas missions, but for pastoral ministry in the Church here in 

America.  

 I have spent the last year at Columbia Theological Seminary, where I have learned 

more about what it means to be Presbyterian than I ever have in my life. I knew when I 

began the Inquiry process that I wanted to be in this denomination, but I didn’t fully 

understand the scope of the church beyond my experience at Bethany. I have loved learning 

the history and theology of the Presbyterian Church this year. I am comforted by the fact 

that our polity is always rooted in our theology and keeps our denomination focused on the 

essential truths of the faith. I have learned about the struggles of the denomination, but 

those pale in comparison to the excitement that I feel when I think about a future as a pastor 

in the PC(USA). More than anything, I cannot wait until I can preside over the table, 

baptize someone, and care for a congregation.  

 I feel at home within the PC(USA), in theology, polity, and practice. In many ways, 

although I still feel like an ecclesial outsider, it feels like my evangelical background is the 

gift I have to offer the church. I am not married to the old ways of doing things, which I 



believe is important because the future of the church cannot look as it has in past. The 

demographics and culture of America are changing, particularly regarding religious 

practices. As I try to imagine the next 30 years of a career, I know that there are systems and 

ways of doing traditional ministry that must be reimagined. I believe that my newness to the 

denomination gives me the flexibility to be a part of a season of difficult change for mainline 

churches.  

 I believe I am well suited to the Presbyterian Church (USA) because of my 

theological compatibility, vision for the future, and spiritual gifts. My strongest spiritual gift 

is administration, which I used to think was a boring gift, but I have come to see how it is a 

gift to my ministry. I understand the complicated processes and logistical requirements that 

are a big part of ministry within the PCUSA, and am grateful for them. My ability to 

navigate the administrative side of ministry allows me to spend more time and energy on 

building relationships and pouring into the lives of my congregants.  

 I am very interested in the work that the PCUSA is doing on racial reconciliation 

and public witness. I am very passionate about faith based political advocacy and see a 

future with the progressive leaning, moderate denomination. I believe my gifts and passions 

fit best within the PC(USA) and I look forward to a life and career of ministry in the 

denomination.  


