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 2 

In life and in death, I belong to God.  Through the grace of my Lord Jesus Christ, the love 3 

of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, I trust in the one triune God, whom alone we 4 

worship and serve.  The good news of the Gospel is that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: creates, 5 

redeems, sustains, rules and transforms all things and all people.  By the power of the Spirit, my 6 

living God is incarnate in Jesus Christ, who came to live in the world, die for the world, and be 7 

raised again to new life.   8 

I trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the Glory of God and 9 

brings the nearness of God’s Kingdom: preaching good news to the poor and release to the 10 

captive, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick, sight to all who 11 

are blind, freedom to all who are oppressed and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 12 

outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel proclaiming the 13 

Lord’s favor upon all creation. 14 

Unjustly condemned, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and gave 15 

his life for the sins of the world.  God raised Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, 16 

breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering all from death to life eternal.  God has put all 17 

things under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has made Christ Head of the Church.  The Church’s 18 

life and mission are a joyful participation in Christ’s ongoing life and work.  In Christ, all the 19 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Christ God reconciles all things, therefore, 20 

the Church is sent out to hear witness to the good news of reconciliation with God, with others, 21 

and with all creation.  In Christ, the church receives its truth and appeal, its holiness, and its 22 

unity. 23 

Holiness is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ and in gratitude for Christ’s work of 24 

redemption, I rely upon the work of God’s Spirit through scripture and the means of grace to 25 

form every community and relationship for this holy living.  I confess the persistence of sin in 26 

my life and at the same time, I also confess that we are forgiven by Christ and called again and 27 

yet again to strive for the purity, righteousness, and truth revealed to all in Jesus Christ.   28 

I confess the Scripture to be the Word of God written, witnessing to God’s self-29 

revelation.  Where that Word is read, and proclaimed, Jesus Christ the Living Word is present by 30 

the inward witness of the Holy Spirit.  For this reason, the reading, hearing, preaching, and 31 

confessing of the Word are central to my life and worship.  The Sacraments of Baptism and the 32 

Lord’s Supper are God’s acts of sealing the promises of faith within the community of faith as 33 

the all worship, and this includes my response of faith to the Word proclaimed and enacted in 34 

the Sacraments.  Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission 35 

in the world, for its sanctification, and for its service to God.  Christ is present with the Church 36 

in both Spirit and Word.   37 

In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives me courage to pray without ceasing, to 38 

witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, and to work with others for justice, 39 

freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, I strive to serve Christ in my 40 

daily tasks and to live a holy and joyful life, as I watch and pray for God's new heaven and new 41 

earth.  With believers in every time and place, I rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 42 

separate me from the love of God in Christ Jesus my Lord.  Glory be to the Father, and to the 43 

Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 44 


