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              Presbyterian Women in 

             Seattle Presbytery   
            Fall Gathering  

           November 14, 2015 
 

 

Keynote speakers will be Ryan and Alethia 
White, Mission co-workers in Germany since 
2013 and are serving with the Iranian 

Presbyterian Church in Berlin. 
 

The Iranian Presbyterian Church in addition 
to providing worship opportunities in Farsi, 
helps Iranian refugees and immigrants 

begin a new life in Germany. Ryan and 
Alethia work with the pastor and social 

worker of the congregation to offer pastoral 
care to those who are now making their 
home in Germany and also serve as church 

development specialists.  They also 
collaborate with ecumenical partners to 

provide training and continuing education 
opportunities for leaders of the Presbyterian 
Church in Iran. 
 

Ryan and Alethia went to Germany with a 
special sense of call to pursue Christ’s 

ministry of reconciliation. “We are 
passionate about reconciling relationships 
across cultural, religious, and political 

divides, with the hope of promoting 
sustainable and peaceful partnerships,” 

Alethia says.   

“Through entering into relationships with 

others, by listening to their stories and 
extending hospitality, we hope to 

participate in this ministry as a family.”  
The Whites were accompanied to 

Germany by their daughter, Ariella born 
just a year before they were appointed to 
mission service and recently a baby sister 

has been added. 
 

Ryan and Alethia worked in California 

before going to Germany.  Alethia is a 
member of Pasadena Mennonite Church 
and Ryan’s home church is Bethany 

Presbyterian in Seattle and he is a 
candidate for ordination in Seattle 

Presbytery. 
 

Half of the morning offering will be given 
to a recipient of a PW 2015 Thank 

Offering, the Elizabeth Gregory Home.  
Read more about the EG Home in a 

separate article in this Newslink and in 
the July/August Horizons magazine. 
 

Lunch will be served and a short business 

meeting will follow. 
 

Please join us and enjoy an uplifting 

program and a time of Christian women 
fellowship. Even if your church does not 

currently have a Presbyterian Women’s 
program we encourage you to come and 
to bring a friend. 

Joan Wilson  
Moderator, PWP Seattle  
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Local organization recipient of grant from 2015 Thank Offering of 
Presbyterian Women 

  

PWC moderators:  When you write up your annual report for your church, please 

send a copy, including necrology, as soon after 12/31/15 as possible to: 

Sally McClure, 2320 NE 128th, Seattle, WA 98125 or salimac@aol.com 

Thank you! 

 

Presbyterian Women have been making grants 
to creative ministries through the Thank 
Offering since 1888 when Eliza Clokey of 
Springfield, Ohio, urged each woman to give 
one dollar over and above her usual 
contribution to the Women’s General Missionary 
Society of the United Presbyterian Church of 
North America as a “thank offering to her 
Lord.”  Women gave sacrificially and were 
credited with saving the worldwide missionary 
movement of the church at the time. Since 
then, Presbyterian women have granted 
support to literally thousands of ministries 
worldwide and raised millions of dollars for 
mission. 
 

In February 2015, the Creative Ministries 
Offering Committee of PW met to review 62 
applications submitted for grants from the 2014 
Thank Offering. Thirty-two of the projects were 
chosen for grants totaling $710,000. The sole 
recipient from the Synod of Alaska/Northwest 
was Elizabeth Gregory Home in Seattle. EGH 
received $35,000 to provide for expansion of 
the day care center for women with low-
incomes who are at risk and homeless. The 
funds will enable EGH to provide showers, 
cooking and laundry facilities at the Day 
Center.  
 

Elizabeth Gregory Home has been supported by 
Lake City PC PW for many years. They have 
been included in our budget and supported by 
donations of clothing and supplies. In recent 
years we have collected liquid laundry 
detergent and feminine hygiene products for 
use by women who visit the day center. Several 
times each year we prepare and donate 
personal hygiene packets which include soap, 
shampoo, combs, tooth brushes, tooth paste 
and a wash cloth.  

The drop-in Day Center provides clients with a 
range of vital services. Clients have the 
opportunity to meet with EGH Care 
Managers for referrals, support and advocacy 
to obtain educational and vocational training, 
job skills, employment, medical care, mental 
health counseling, drug and alcohol support, 
and referrals to long-term housing. Homeless 
women who access the drop-in center can work 
with care managers to secure housing and, 
based on eligibility, have access to the EGH 
transitional housing program when available. 
 
There will be an opportunity to hear from EGH 
staff at the Fall Gathering of Presbyterian 
Women in Seattle Presbytery on November 14. 
Lake City PC is hosting this event. 
 
For additional information about EGH talk with 
Nancy Forhan or visit www.eghseattle.org 

mailto:salimac@aol.com
http://www.eghseattle.org/
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Rainier Beach Presbyterian 
PW at Rainier Beach Presbyterian Church meets on the second Wednesday of the month, September - 
April.  In May we all go out to lunch.  We usually have a guest speaker after a nice lunch, and then a 
short meeting.   
 
For September the officers hosted lunch.  Our speaker was Derek Johnson, a local photographer who 
was in New York when the 9/11 Terrorist attack took out the Twin Towers.  He presented a slide show 
of his experiences.  For October we might have someone from the Senior Center come to tell us about 
the programs and activities they offer.  In November a representative from Edward Jones will speak on 
Identity Theft, and the ways we can protect ourselves.  Our December meeting is a holiday potluck, 
hopefully with live Christmas music.  
 
On the first Sunday of every month we provide the refreshments for coffee hour.  Everyone helps with 
this endeavor, bringing our best cookies, cream puffs, fruit, and veggies with dip.    
 
At our September meeting we discussed whether to bring the "Samaritan's Purse Shoebox Gifts" idea to 
our congregation, and will see if the Church School children will want to help us put them 
together.  Hopefully it will be a project that many members of our church would enjoy.  We might even 
bring in a few new members! 
 

Lake City Presbyterian 
Lake City PW will be having a Health Fair on 
Wednesday, October 28, 10am - Noon. Flu & 

Shingles shots, glucose, blood pressure, cholesterol 
readings and possible hearing and vision tests will 
be available as well as information about Senior 

Housing.  Everyone invited. 

First Presbyterian Seattle 
The Lydia Circle at 1st Presbyterian Seattle 
meets monthly with 6 or 7 attending. 
We are currently using the Horizons Bible 
study and discussion.  Our activities usually 
include a Christmas luncheon together with 
the Adult Ministries. Last year at Christmas 
we gave gifts to the homeless men in our 
Wednesday night shelter. They placed tags 
on the Christmas tree indicating what they 
needed (socks, gift cards, etc).  Also we 
assist families with receptions for memorial 
services, making cookies, serving, etc.  We 
especially enjoy our fellowship each month 
over lunch." 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

PWP Fall Gathering 
Saturday, November 14, 2015 

Keynote speakers: Mission co-workers Ryan & Alethia White 

Lake City Presbyterian Church 
3841 NE 123rd St., Seattle, WA 98125 

The Newslink is published periodically by 
The Presbytery of Seattle free to members, 
friends, and interested persons. 
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