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Why do you believe God is calling you to ministry of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and how is the Body of Christ affirming this call?   
 
My childhood was spent in Los Angeles, CA and Anchorage, AK with influences from various 
faith traditions:  Buddhism, the Congregational Church and the United Methodist Church.  In Los 
Angeles, my family was a part of a large Japanese community which emphasized Japanese 
culture. Everyone knew to take off your shoes at the door before entering the house.  When we 
moved to Anchorage, AK this was not the norm because we lived in a white neighborhood 
where we were the only Asian American family. This was a difficult adjustment. 
 
In Anchorage, my family joined the United Methodist Church but only sporadically attended 
throughout the rest of my childhood.  As a young Asian American female I noticed that there 
were no role models in ministry or members of the church who were like me and it was difficult 
to understand how I could be a part of the church where people were different from me. 
However I was always drawn to God through the sermons I heard.   
 
There have been a number of experiences that have affirmed my call into ministry.  In my 
childhood I felt a strong desire to know more about Christianity; God, Jesus Christ and the Spirit 
but had no conscious thoughts of becoming a leader in church or a minister.  Every summer, my 
family went to Hawaii to stay with my grandparents who were born, raised and lived there.  I 
remember attending church with my grandmother and experiencing a joyful worship service with 
many Asian American people.  In those early years, the Anchorage United Methodist Church 
called a married couple as co-pastors which was a defining moment:  This was the first time I 
experienced a female as a pastor and could see the door to ministry was opening to females in 
church leadership.   
 
Throughout my early adult years, I attended different churches searching for a faith community 
but none of them seemed like a good fit until we attended a Presbyterian Church where I 
experienced ministers who were female and of color participating in worship and pastoral care.  
The theology, liturgy, polity and inclusive aspects of the PCUSA resonated with me.  It just felt 
like coming home to a place that I have always longed for and as I explored my thirst for 
knowledge about God, it is here that I felt called to ordained ministry.  
 
Leadership roles I have held in my current church, including that of ruling elder allowed me to 
understand more fully the role of minister of Word and Sacrament. It was relentless nudging of 
the Holy Spirit: I responded by enrolling in seminary to further explore my call.   
 
My seven years of seminary experience as inquirer has allowed me to explore and claim my call 
with theological study and hands on experience.  Most significant to my confirmation of being 
called to ministry was as a chaplain intern in the care center of Tacoma Lutheran Retirement 
Community, an assisted living facility. I felt God’s call so strongly that I knew without a doubt 
that I am being called to the office of minister of Word and Sacrament.  My gifts in ministry were 
clear and I was affirmed in this understanding by the community of TLRC by their requests for 
visitation and participation in worship.  I also felt affirmed by my local church, Steel Lake PC, 
where they have faithfully walked alongside me on this journey by giving me the privilege of 
preaching, acting as liturgist, leading bible study etc. A significant moment was when I realized 
that God is with me; it is God’s ministry, I am his servant and I desire to do God’s work, with 
God leading me, sometimes moment by moment. 
 



My role as co-moderator for the Committee on Ministry, Seattle Presbytery, has also served to 
point me to ministry in my sense of call.  As the many situations arise, I am moving into the 
place of ministry that allows me to understand that it is not about me but about God with Christ 
front and center of every situation.  This role challenges me to use my organizational skills along 
with my ministerial skills to find where God is pointing us to in all situations.  It has allowed me 
to become more grounded in the reformed tradition and specifically, the PCUSA, which has 
shown me how the polity is Christ centered and not just rhetoric or rules but about God’s 
compassionate love.  Through some difficult situations, I have found that my faith has grown 
when I remember to put Christ first with our polity as infrastructure, but God always leading.  I 
believe that the confessions of the Reformed tradition speak to us about our “…mission of God 
in Christ [that] gives shape and substance to the life and work of the Church.  In Christ, the 
Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of creation and humanity by 
proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to all people the grace of God at 
font and table and calling all people to discipleship in Christ.” (F-1.01) I believe that this 
understanding makes it clear that all are welcome to the table of Christ because of God’s 
gracious love for all.  
 
Throughout this process of inquiry, I have felt drawn to ministry even when I actively resisted. I 
ignored this call for a long time before I finally entered seminary.  God has been faithful and 
persistent.  During pastoral care, preaching or leading I feel that this is the place that God has 
for me and feel the Spirit’s presence with me.  There is no better way to articulate the sense of 
call I feel than the words of Frederick Buechner:  The place God calls you to is the place where 
your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet. Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC. 
 
I have learned that self-care is very important for my faith formation.  Meeting with a spiritual 
director once a month along with keeping a Sabbath is key to my ministry.  Making time for God 
through prayer for wisdom and discernment as well as listening to the Spirit in my life 
strengthens my spiritual life.  I also meet with my pastor at Steel Lake PC and participate in a 
small group of seminary students. God’s presence and love is made clear by these people and 
practices who God has placed in my life.   
 
I believe that God is calling me to be a Minister of Word and Sacrament. While I was not fully 
conscious of God’s tugging at my heart in my childhood, I realize that God has always been 
calling me into ministry for my whole life. My time serving as a chaplain intern, leadership in 
church and COM co-moderator along with those who have been a part of my journey of inquiry 
have led me to the assurance I am on the right path.  I believe that God’s mission to the world is 
to love and come alongside one other so that we may proclaim God’s love is for everyone.   	
 
 
 
 
 

 


