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God exists, as one essential substance shared in three distinctive persons as God the Father, 1 

God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. In Triune community, God was present before time and 2 

active in creation, and God’s creation of all proceeds from an abundance of love within this 3 

community. God’s creation was good. Nevertheless, sin came into the world through 4 

humanity’s willingness to reject God as the sole guide and authority in life. In death, the blood 5 

of Jesus Christ was poured out on the cross for the forgiveness of all, and in resurrection, God 6 

affirms victory in Jesus Christ over sin and death to God’s continuing glory. So also, the Holy 7 

Spirit is poured into the people of God. The church is God’s gathered people, and the church is 8 

God’s people scattered throughout the world—separated by distance, yet united through God’s 9 

Spirit and love. As the people of God, we respond to the sacrifice and love of Jesus Christ by co-10 

laboring in God’s mission to restore humanity and creation to the image and actuality of God’s 11 

steadfast love. The elect, being drawn into cooperation by God’s Holy Spirit, entrust themselves 12 

to God alone and, in community, comprise the church.  13 

 God’s revelation serves as God’s authoritative word and is sufficient for understanding 14 

life and identity as modeled in the revealed divine person of Jesus Christ. Scripture, inspired, 15 

collected, and received under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and centered in the person of 16 

Jesus Christ, attests to the revelation of God. Covenant, as revealed in both testaments, shows 17 

God’s inexhaustible grace as well as God’s unyielding pursuit of sinners. God establishes 18 

covenant with humanity and creation centered in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, as God’s one-and-19 

only son, is the one true path to redemption. Thus, it is through the limitless grace of God, we 20 

are credited with the righteousness of Jesus Christ and justified before God. This is our salvation 21 

and the good news we proclaim to the world—release to the captives, good news to the poor, 22 

comfort to the suffering, and the redemption of all creation. The good news that God provides 23 

in Jesus Christ is that we have been claimed by God, forever. This truth allows us to live in an 24 

embodied gratitude toward God, enables our continuing sanctification, and motivates our 25 

service to our fellow humans and creation. 26 

 Worship, proclamation, sacrament, service, and discipleship are the foundational focal 27 

points of the mission of the church of Jesus Christ. In response to Jesus Christ, we celebrate the 28 

sacrament of The Lord’s Table as both the sign of our salvation and the seal of the loving care, 29 

abiding concern, and steadfast persistence that characterize God’s love for us. Through our 30 

participation in the sacrament of Baptism we publicly affirm and embrace God’s grace, and 31 

allow the presence of Jesus Christ to facilitate our own transformation as individuals and in 32 

community. God’s mission to restore humanity and creation to right relationship with God’s self 33 

is intended for and available to all people. Jesus Christ will consummate the final restoration of 34 

God’s creation and the perfection of God’s glory upon his return. It is from this truth that our 35 

hope is drawn, and toward this eventual glorious reality, we strive joyfully here and now. 36 


