
October 18 Presbytery Meeting Introductions 
COM: 
 
Eyde Mabanglo - Transitional Pastor, Kent First PC 
Eyde Mabanglo is native Seattlelite, and thrilled to be back in Seattle after serving as aTransitional Pastor 
in the DC area the last three years.  She is a new Transitional Pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Kent.  
She is married to Rev. Dr. Jesse G. Mabanglo who is serving as Interim Associate Pastor at West Side 
Presbyterian Church.  She enjoys playing music, listening to music, exploring the outdoors, and Watching 
Netflix. 
 
Shari Jackson Monson – Interim Senior Pastor, West Side PC 

Shari grew up in Renton, WA where she was active in church and Youth Life. She received her BA in 
Political Science and European Studies from Seattle Pacific University. After a season in Washington 
DC, she earned a Master’s degree in International Affairs at Drew University. Shortly after completing 
post graduate study in New Delhi, India, Shari met her husband Craig in Alaska. Gig Harbor is home base 
for the Monson family. Here she served as Minister for Missions, Operations, and Strategy at Chapel Hill 
Presbyterian Church for many years. During this time she earned her MDiv at Fuller Theological 
Seminary. 

Shari feels a deep calling to serve congregations in the midst of change as an intentional interim pastor. 
She has served as Interim Head of Staff/Sr. Pastor in Chehalis, WA at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
in Spokane, WA at Hamblen Park Presbyterian Church, and as a Sabbatical Pastor in Tacoma. Her well-
worn passport illustrates a passion for bringing hope to people experiencing change, crisis, conflict, or 
living in poverty. Recently she led a Thai Folk Drama Troupe to minister in the Holy Land bring a Gospel 
message of hope for healing and reconciliation to diverse audiences in Israel and the West Bank. She 
serves on the Board of Directors at Medical Teams International, and is President of the Board of the Thai 
Christian Foundation. 

Shari is looking forward to guiding West Side in this season of change and discovery. She is eager to 
explore with us what God is calling this church into in the years ahead. She is fond of saying, “each day I 
am here I aim to lead in such a way that the new pastor will succeed.” Let’s do this together.  
 
Debbie Blane - Member-at-Large  
I have returned home to Seattle/Bellevue/Issaquah from eleven years of living primarily overseas.  I was a 
volunteer Amity teacher in China for two years, teaching Oral English and culture at the Chinese 
Pharmaceutical University in Nanjing, China.  I then served as a Mission Co-Worker for seven years with 
the Nile Theological College in Khartoum, Sudan.  When the English track of the college moved to South 
Sudan, soon afterward South Sudan became an independent country, I moved with the college.  We were 
first in Malakal, the state capital of the Upper Nile State which is almost on the border with Sudan.  After 
the civil war in South Sudan broke out in December of 2013 I spent time in Zambia teaching at the Justo 
Mwale Theological College.  I returned to South Sudan in April of 2015 and was there until September of 
2015.  I returned to the states for hip replacement surgery and then broke my leg and made the difficult 
decision not to return to overseas mission work.   
 



I have an apartment now in Issaquah, very near to my daughter, son-in-law and six month old 
granddaughter.  I went to seminary at the Fuller Extension in Seattle.  My passions in ministry include 
teaching Theology and empowering women.  I am happy to be home and I am happy to become a part of 
the Seattle Presbytery.   
 
Mara Forster-Smith  
Mara Forster-Smith grew up in St. Paul, Minnesota, and her parents are both ordained ministers in the 
PC(U.S.A.) During high school, Mara developed her passion for serving others through her involvement 
with her church's mission partnership with a congregation in Prague, Czech Republic. She graduated from 
Macalester College with a B.A. in Cultural Anthropology and received her call to ministry while serving 
for two years as a Presbyterian Young Adult Volunteer in Nairobi, Kenya and Chicago. Mara graduated 
with her M.Div. from from McCormick Theological Seminary in May, 2014 and completed her Clinical 
Pastoral Education training the following year at Rush University Medical Center in Chicago. She 
recently moved to Seattle and is thrilled to be serving currently as a staff chaplain at Swedish Medical 
Center. Mara enjoys singing, travel, and studying foreign languages. 
 
Stephanie Templin Ashford 
 
Stephanie Templin Ashford serves as a Parish Associate at Union Church. In this role, she assists with 
worship, special projects and opportunities for upper elementary and middle school students. Stephanie 
was ordained to Christian ministry in 2004 and has served various congregations as pastor and Associate 
Pastor in Pennsylvania and now in Seattle. She is married and has two children, two cats, two fish and a 
bearded dragon. She lives in Queen Anne with her family and enjoys running, hiking, coffee and travel. 
 
 


