
God never gives up.  In creation, salvation, and new creation the one, triune God relentlessly 1 

pursues the good for me and for all the world and so proves faithful to his promises.  I know this 2 

because God is revealed in the Bible, in creation, in and through people (particularly in the 3 

context of his Church), and most fully in the incarnation of his Son, Jesus Christ.  God’s Spirit acts 4 

within and around us to illuminate God’s living word for today, always consistent with Jesus 5 

Christ, the embodied Word, and the written Word of the Old and New Testaments of Scripture.  6 

The Bible shows God’s story and our purpose, and guides our grateful response to his love.  7 

God is the creator of all, the ultimate source and genius designer of the whole Universe.  The 8 

Father created everything by his Word (the Son), sent by his Spirit.  The Trinity shows that at 9 

God’s heart is self-giving love and community.  We were created to join into loving relationship 10 

with God and others.  That is our hope for this life and our destiny in the next.  11 

Starting from our first parents, we have consistently chosen to turn away from God, seeking to be 12 

our own Lord and creating false gods.  This sin spoils our loving relationships, alienates us from 13 

God and each other, and leaves us helpless and in need of rescue from our pit of selfish despair.  14 

Our world and institutions are all tainted by it.  Through his life, death and resurrection, Jesus 15 

Christ—who is both incarnate God and fully human—broke sin’s power and enables his people 16 

to turn back towards God.  By his grace alone we are cleansed and put into right relationship 17 

with God-- to experience God’s love, the grace of the Lord Jesus, and the fellowship of the Holy 18 

Spirit.  We are transformed to increasingly reflect God’s image into the world. 19 

I am called to submit my own will and plans to God’s perfect will for me.  This is a key part of what 20 

it means to call Jesus not only Savior but also Lord.  We are called to imitate Jesus’ example, and 21 

to commune with God in prayer, meditation and Bible reading. We are called to love, humility 22 

and service, rather than to grasping, exploitation and power plays.  In service and submission we 23 

discover significance, meaning and joy.  The Spirit empowers, leads and equips us to hear and 24 

respond to God’s Word in all aspects of life.   25 

Finally, I cannot be a Jesus follower alone.  God calls, prepares and sends us to be the Body of 26 

Christ in the world. This is the Church.  It is both how God makes, shapes and grows disciples and 27 

how he reaches out to our hurting world.  God’s Church is the hope of the world.  In the Church 28 

we worship, enjoy fellowship, hear the Word taught and preached, serve and encourage other 29 

believers, and experience God’s grace afresh through the sacraments of Baptism and Holy 30 

Communion.  Through the Church we are sent into the world to be salt, light, and a reflection of 31 

Jesus as we love and serve our neighbors and the least of these.  The revolution of reconciliation, 32 

healing, wholeness and new creation that Jesus inaugurated through his completed sacrifice at 33 

the Cross is continuing but is not finished.  The Reign of God—his Kingdom—is already breaking 34 

into the world.  While it is sometimes clear, in our still broken world it is often obscured because 35 

the line between good and evil runs not between “us” and “them” but through each of us.  God’s 36 

ultimate goal is what Jesus taught us to pray: that his will be done, his Kingdom come, on earth 37 

as it is in heaven.  That unification of heaven and earth under God’s loving rule is our ultimate 38 

hope and destiny and will be complete when Jesus returns.  39 


